
From their dream-like home on the island of 
Ishigaki, the distillers of Taesen Shuzo have 
gifted the Okinawan community with hand-
crafted spirits since 1955. Now, they present 
the world with this limited-release taste of 
Okinawa, made from 100% Japanese long 
rice and native black Koji. Aged in Virgin 
American Oak surrounded by serenity and 
salty pacific air, the youngest of the celebrated
Kujira Ryukyu line is mature beyond its 
years. Medium bodied and light copper in 
color, aromas of toffee and stone fruits 
complement a complex palate of caramel, 
plum and rich honey. Sip slowly—this 
whisky’s on island time. 

Origin: Ishigaki island, Ryukyu Prefecture, Japan 
Mash: 100% Japanese Indica Rice, Black Koji
Eye: Caramel Copper, Medium-Bodied 
Nose: Caramel, Toffee Candy, Stone Fruits
Tongue: Vanilla, Caramel, Poached Plum, Rich Honey

*No Caramel Color Added 
Origin: Shinzato Shuzo, Okinawa, Japan
Source: 100% Japanese Indica Rice, Black Koji
Eye: Burnished-Copper, Medium-Bodied
Nose: Plums, Vanilla, Perfume of Oak
Tongue: Rice Pudding, Vanilla, Toffee, Dried Fruits,
Licorice Spice

*No Caramel Color Added§, Non Chill-Filtered

KUJIRA Ryukyu Whisky Kujira 8 Year Ryukyu Whisky

*No Caramel Color Added 

Okinawa’s prized Kumesan 
Syuzo distillery adds another 
artful island expression to the 
Kujira Ryukyu selection of 
locally crafted Single Grain 
rice whiskies. The rose-tinted 
watercolor wrapped around 
each limited-edition bottle 
hints at the soft notes of 
Spanish Sherry Casks that 
exclusively aged this whisky 
for twelve long, lovely years. 
This distinct process defines 
fruit-forward and subtly tart 
flavors, a semblance not too 
dry nor too sweet that makes 

this small batch stand out among the rest. If you’re lucky enough to 
find one, every sip will be worth the search. 

For decades, the Kumesan 
Syuzo Distilling Co. has been 
expertly crafting traditional 
Okinawa spirits made from 
Indica Rice and Black Koji. 
In 1989, a very limited 
amount of their liquid mas-
terpiece was laid into Bour-
bon Casks, and thus began 
the ever-patient process 
behind this award-winning 
expression of Kujira Ryukyu 
Single Grain Whisky. 20 years
later, this artfully-aged and 
medium bodied whisky whisks 
the nose with stone fruits and 

subtle spice. A buttery caramel backbone balances with oak and 
candied-mint flavors to ignite every sip. Prepare for a touch of 
Japanese pepper among the malty finish, as you indulge in what’s 
sure to be a lasting icon in the world of Japanese Whisky. 

Origin: Kumosen Syuzo, Okinawa, Japan
Source: 100% Japanese Indica Rice, Black Koji 
Eye: Rich Auburn, Medium-Bodied
Nose: Notes of Sherry, Molasses, Tart Balsamic 
Tongue: Vanilla, Tart Berries, Honey Suckle, Citrus Peel

*No Caramel Color Added, Non Chill-Filtered

Origin: Kumesen Syuzo, Okinawa, Japan 
Mash: 100% Japanese Indica Rice, Black Koji
Eye: Caramel Copper, Medium-Bodied 
Nose: Herbs, Plums, Prunes, Mint Candy 
Tongue: Vanilla, Licorice, Baking Spices, Japanese Pepper 

*No Caramel Color Added, Non Chill-Filtered

KUJIRA 20 YEAR RYUKYUWHISKYKUJIRA 12 YEAR RYUKYUWHISKY
ABV 43% 86 PF   Size 750mlABV 40% 80 PF     Size 750mlABV 40% 80 PF  Size 750ml ABV 40% 80 PF   Size 750ml

This globally-adored edi-
tion of Kujira Ryukyu is 
a true testament to the 
tradition and dedication of 
Sinzato Shuzo, said to be 
the oldest distillery in 
Okinawa, where since 
1846 the art of spirit 
making has been passed 
down seven generations. 
Within each bottle of 
this Single Grain Whisky 
lies age-old secrets and 
new-age innovation, ma-
tured in select Bourbon 
Casks and finished in 

Spanish Sherry. Sweet plums and perfumed oak embrace the 
nose, while each sip brings a robust balance of rice pudding, dried 
fruits and licorice spice. Fill your glass with this expertly-crafted 
amber, and your senses with delight. 



Ryukyu Whisky

Origin: Masahiro Shuzo, Okinawa, Japan 
Source: 100% Japanese Indica Rice, Black Koji 
Eye: Burnt-Umber Colored, Full-Bodied 
Nose: Nectar, Caramel, Burnished Woodsmoke 
Tongue: Citrus Fruit, Caramel Pudding, Dried Persimmons, 
Ripe Berries, and pucker of Chinese Herbs

*No Caramel Color Added, Non Chill-Filtered

KUJIRA 30 YEAR
RYUKYUWHISKY

ABV 43% 86 PF
Size 750ml

Only the pure ingenuity of Okinawa’s Masahiro Shuzo distillery can 
bring us this long-awaited capstone to the Kujira Ryukyu Whisky 
selection. In 1989, a few of the island's best craftsmen set out to create 
the finest whisky ever to emerge from their peaceful, crystal-blue 
corner of the pacific. Every choice was doted upon, every barrel select-
ed with care from the most intoxicating ex-Bourbon, Sherry and Virgin 
White Oak. In 2019, after 30 years of tranquil maturation, the Master 
Distiller knew it was time. The barrels were opened, and the bottles 
filled with what we now proudly present as Kujira Ryukyu 30 Year 
Single Grain Whisky. A nose of nectar preempts a distinct, delicate 
balance of powerful woodsmoke and soft sweetness. Among the 
most luxurious of whiskies in the world, every glass of this timeless 
treasure effortlessly evokes the simple yet spirited soul of Okinawa. 

Where once ruled the Ryukyu Kingdom now stretches the 
Ryukyu Islands, a chain of isolated lands lingering in crystal 
blue seas. This historic Japanese region blends a delightful 
maritime culture with delectable regional cuisine grown from 
rich beds of tropical soil. 

Among these islands is Okinawa, where time moves slow and 
community ties are strong. Happy, healthy and long-living 
locals share their shores with majestic Grey Whales 
who find winter sanctuary in the surrounding 
warm waters. Known for the indigenous spirit 
Awamori, customary distilling techniques have 
evolved to bring a taste of Ryukyu to the world 
of whisky. 

Distillers across Okinawa have come together 
to introduce Kujira Single Grain Ryukyu 
Whisky. Every Kujira Whisky is 100% made 
in Japan from long grain Indica Rice and 
Okinawa’s native black Koji. Every batch 
is a small one, never supplemented with 
foreign grain. Each expression is from 
a different Okinawa distillery and 
each a truly divine illustration of the 
idyllic land from which they came. 


